
LOWELL AREA HISTORICAL MUSEUM 
LOWELL, MICHIGAN 

FALLASBURG VILLAGE PROJECT—January-May 2023 
 
Goals/Objectives/Process: Describing, cataloging, processing and organizing records of the historic 
village of Fallasburg (located just outside of Lowell), and research and creation of online resources 
related to the 150th anniversary of the Fallasburg Covered Bridge.   
 
Background:  This project is co-sponsored by the Lowell Area Historical Museum and the Fallasburg 
Historical Society.  The intern will work primarily with records related to the village of Fallasburg, but 
also with material related to nearby Lowell. Fallasburg first attracted settlers in the 1830s. In 1839 John 
Wesley Fallass built a sawmill, which eventually included a chair factory. In 1841 a state road went 
through “Fallassburgh.” In the 1850s, the village had a stonemason, blacksmiths, stores, a mill, a 
tannery, and a distillery. It constructed a schoolhouse in 1867. In 1858 the D&M Railroad bypassed the 
village and instead went through Lowell. The village gradually declined, while Lowell grew. But 
Fallasburg maintained its schoolhouse until the 1960s. In 1981 the schoolhouse became a museum, and 
in 1999 the village became a nationally recognized historic district. Fallasburg also is well known for its 
historic covered bridge. 
 
http://www.mlive.com/news/grand-rapids/index.ssf/2011/10/town_is_gone_but_after_140_yea.html 
 
Current Status:  The records are located in the Fallasburg schoolhouse and other buildings owned by the 
Fallasburg Historical Society. They are thus not yet stored in a way that will effectively preserve them, 
nor are they accessible to people interested in using them for family histories or scholarly research. 
Exhibits in the historic village are in the process of renovation. 
 
Details: The Museum is looking for a student interested in hands-on collections management experience 
with historical archives and records. The intern will work in Fallasburg and Lowell for 10 hours per week 
for 14 weeks, under the supervision of Lisa Plank, Executive Director of the Lowell Area Historical 
Museum. The internship will proceed in person if health conditions related to the Coronavirus allow. If 
remote work is deemed necessary the internship will proceed with remote supervision and work.  
 
The internship is unpaid, but the Fallasburg Historical Society will help to defray the student intern’s 
travel costs for driving between Grand Rapids and Lowell if the internship in conducted in person. The 
Museum will duly acknowledge the contributions of the participating student and certify their work for 
credit with Calvin University. 
 
Applicants should be available to work mainly on Tuesdays, Wednesdays or Thursdays, when the 
museum office is open. 
 

To apply, send resumé, statement of interest, and names of two references to: 
 

Lisa Plank, Executive Director lplank@lowellmuseum.org 
Lowell Area Historical Museum 
325 W. Main Street 
Lowell, MI 
616-897-768 

http://www.lowellmuseum.org/
http://www.fallasburg.org/
http://www.fallasburg.org/
http://www.mlive.com/news/grand-rapids/index.ssf/2011/10/town_is_gone_but_after_140_yea.html
mailto:lplank@lowellmuseum.org

